PuBLiIc COMMENTS FROM 6-26-07 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN MEETING
AT TROUP COUNTY COURTHOUSE

The comments from the public workshop held on June 26, 2007 are listed below.
Each element is listed followed by issues and opportunities as spoken at the
meeting. These comments were transcribed as stated they have not been
reworded in any manner. Comments were repeated by several groups and the
repeated comments have been transcribed also.

In the community facilities element water and sewer were mentioned as a priority
by all but one group.

Anything in parentheses is my comment giving pertinent information regarding
the comment.

The comments with an asterisk are the ones the group decided were a priority.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Priorities Issues:

* Directing business to available space

* Water — no utility
County Water?

* Sewer — waste (low impact business vs. high impact — worth the jobs?)

* Skilled workforce — preserve local skilled workers/builders

* Small business competing with “big box”

* Tax incentives to develop, sustain local business/residents

* Traffic flow — gas up, time wasted (The transportation plan is in place and the
engineer working diligently to route traffic in a manner that flows).

* Workforce education

Other Issues:

Single-Parent families
(social education)
(breaking pattern)
Affects education

NIMBY-ism

Tax incentives

Enterprise zones

Real estate inflation/speculation

Incubator for small business/entrepreneurs

Business education

Community schools
Less consolidation
Easier transport

Permanent arrangement to use educational resources for business
Business people/educators

Environment
- Sensitivity to cost of sustainability
- What are environmental impacts? — Quality of life
Including environment, infrastructure, health

Recycling/Waste Disposal

Community sustainability in environmental issues

Transportation - public

Problems with youth
- opportunities for youth — training, activities

Promoted growth

Loss of rural land

Garbage

Unused buildings/sites

Will employees live near business?

School system




Some areas behind in tech. services

Traffic problems will discourage new development

Traffic planning doesn’t meet current needs

Consistency in zoning

Infrastructure (water and sewer) to support industrial development

Safeguards to protect rural areas while promoting growth

Crime resulting from lack of opportunity

Unincorporated county zoning

Divided development authority

Co-ordination between development authority

Regional planning

Traffic

County tech. Infrastructure

Database of economic development

Provision of utilities

Job market for less skilled workers

Utilities currently profit based not need based

Timber, forestry taxes W

Taxes on land too A

Economic viability for elderly/retired

Need for quality employees
— beneficial to labor market

East-West thoroughfare

Up wages=wage inflation

Environmental survey/digest

Education — literacy, vo-tech, fine arts

Business education

Residential quality of life near Kia

Non-resident employees

Educational opportunities need to be accepted by residents

Environmental sustainability in business/industrial development

Lots of existing commercial/industrial space

Tax breaks worthwhile?

Readiness of disadvantaged children for school

Retail character in — downtown viability

Industrial lifespan
(tax incentives)

Breaks for improvements

Priority Opportunities:

* Preserve natural resources for quality of life, visitors

* Tax incentives small, startups

* Good location — with roads, rails Tax incentives to encourage residence in
county

* Educational Institutions — West Georgia Tech, LaGrange College




Other Opportunities:

Public Schools

Bike lanes, paths, walking/running paths

Green space still exists, tax incentives

Redefine commercial areas, development goals

Increase in international exchanges, visits

Chance to cooperate between educational institutions

Control growth around Kia anchor, set priorities

Fiscally sound, prudent, conservative government

Location near interstate, major cities

Complete strategic road building, frontage roads, turning lanes

Regional planning

Existing large industry

Enterprise zones, minority business

Extension of industrial park down interstate

Government can set goals for promoting small business/local business

Downtown businesses

Kia attracts, can be selective

Industrial park with room to expand good services

Good potential for re-use — tax incentives to help

Well-run utilities

Plan better roads alternatives — bike, walk-running paths, public transportation

1-85

Tax incentives to encourage residence in county

Look at trends

Chattahoochee River, West Point lake

Historic resources for tourism (need promotion)

Good schoals, college, technical college

Existing industrial, retail space

Small town quality

Build local markets for goods

Retirement potential

Lower taxes

Use government grants for redevelopment

Selectivity in economic development

Keep young people here

Green space preservation

Retraining/rehabilitating prisoners

Existing educational resources , West Ga. Tech, LaGrange College, public
schools

Involvement of industry in tech. School




COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Priorities Issues:

* Water and sewer

* Water and sewer

* Water and sewer

* Water

*Lack of water

*Sewer — lack of

* Finish by-pass

* Planning for future transportation needs/paving county roads

* Education school system- buildings ok, need to place more value on education

* School system — are there enough schools?

* Traffic congestion — more facilities on west side

* Recycling

*More activities for youth

* Traffic

* Code enforcement

* Need public transportation

* Need to improve cable service

*Communication between local governments

* Where is the money

* West Point Lake issues

* Better facilities for youth

*Need public transportation

* Fire department - more fire stations/police

* Maintenance of existing facilities

* City pool needs reopening

* Library not a priority — needs books (since this was identified as a priority, | am
making the assumption that the person meant the library is not considered a

priority)

* Better transportation alternatives/ public transportation(few basic lines, don’t
start to big)/ trains

Other Issues:

West Point lake level

Upgrade of telecommunication infrastructure

Lack of opportunities for teens, few supervised activities

More police/sheriff substations

Upgrade fire and police

Family entertainment centers

Improve Hogansville Senior Center

Trash on sides of road - litter

Cable access/ telecommunication

School funding — 75% of tax revenue




COMMUNITY FACILITIES CON'T

Communication network — people don’t know what's happening; what we have

Find other uses for dilapidated buildings

Transportation needs

Utilities —customer service

Need wi-fi access

These are regional issues, not just city and county

Need more Senior Centers

Sheriff substations

Need competition for cable

Code Enforcement

West Point Lake

Need more space for museum and archives

More Senior Centers

Central youth center with supervision

Priority Opportunities:

* Upgrade all recreation facilities

* Develop public transportation

* Satellite Chamber offices

* Civic Center/with activities, generate revenue

* Seeking grants and private sector dollars

* West Point lake

* Create easier recycling, particular materials like tires, electronics — curbside as
well

* Better emergency access to hospital — road network

* Facility to transition incarcerated people back into community

* Meth. treatment and prevention

* Need large auditorium/civic center on lake

* Continue to support facilities — increase funding to keep them vital

* City/County cooperation/consolidation

* Community garden/allotments needs to be managed

* Agricultural center

Other Opportunities:

Water as a revenue source

Rail network (under utilized)

Pyne Road conference center (are there better locations?)

Better bike and pedestrian trails as part of toad network

Better parks

Make people aware of rec center

Lake West Point

Potential to recruit retirees

Enhanced higher educational opportunities — potential satellite campus

Great senior center

Better integration of LaGrange College with community




COMMUNITY FACILITIES CON'T

Educate public regarding recycling

Reopen City pool

Adopt a highway — Educate the public

Extended library hours

Better pedestrian and bike trails

Intergovernmental group

Landfill — generate methane to create power

Develop relationship with Kia — give them opportunity to fund recreation projects

Better utilization of community volunteers

Colleges are assets — build relationships

Awareness about County codes

Noise ordinance

Support archives/museum expansion

We have great facilities for a community our size

Master gardeners and junior master gardeners

LAND USE

Issues

Priority Issues:

* Preserve quality of life by open space and natural habitat

* Uncontrolled growth vs. controlled

* Lack of water and sewer

* Taxes

* Limiting growth

* Official recognize citizens zoning and land use concerns

Other issues:

Industrial revitalization — lofts — reuse of existing empty buildings

Traffic

Noise ordinance

Limitations on developing along existing roads

Preserve historic places

Keep agricultural land agricultural

Pollution

Water

Sidewalks and bike trails

Access to lake

Sidewalks and bike trails

Green — trees — cut only those necessary

Sewer




LAND USE CON'T

Controlling residential development

No Newnan

Revitalization of older communities

Transportation

Transportation

Water study —use- scarcity

Sewer treatment

Urban sprawl

Preserve farmland and greenspace

Protecting lake

Growth

Work with city to develop green corridors

Develop West Point Lake for recreation

Erosion and sedimentation

Mixed use — services

Preserving agricultural land

Reduce sprawl

Industrial development areas

Too much residential development

Urban sprawl

City encroaching on rural areas

Planned commercial and retail development in Troup County

Retain character of community

County officials using existing policy and ordinances properly and enforcing

Follow law

Neighborhood suffers due to industry leaving area — vacant house

Coordination between County and city — zoning issues, annexation and land use

PC meeting

Subdivisions in neighborhood

No more houses in unincorporated area

Controlled growth

Increased lot size

Development in designated areas

Proper zoning

No multi-family

No mobile home parks

No temporary housing

Environmental protection

Clean air and water

Greenspace

Tax breaks

Use land wisely

Greater density




LAND USE CON'T

Water

Sewer

Enforce zoning

Person to interface with Corps of engineers at Mobile level — voice heard
regarding land use — parks more say

Losing rural aspect

OPPORTUNITIES

Priority Opportunities:

* Retain character of community

* Impact fees

* Recreation areas

Other Opportunities:

Knowledge of what we have

Where are we going

Protect wildlife

Reuse of vacant industrial uses

Revitalize vacant industrial areas with incentives

Inform citizens regarding zoning issues

Educate citizens

Recognize individual property owners rights regarding land use

Water

Sewer

Impact fees

Zoning

Mixed use (develop with services)

Open space

Natural space and habitat growth

Preserve and protect natural resources

Promote conservation

Quality of life

Use the NRCS Marvin Jones Center at Troup High School more

Water study

More economic opportunities due to amount of land

Lake

Compatible growth

Save trees

Prioritize upgrading county road network — This is being done right now by the
county engineer

Responsible growth — planning

Progress — developing a citizen based policy

Developing maps

Work with city to develop green corridors

Impact fees




LAND USE CON'T

Frontage roads

Organize areas to develop

Control growth

Protecting recreation areas

Greenspace

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ISSUES:

Priority Issues:

*History needs to be collected and told. Troup Archives has limited staff and
funding to do this.

*Public education.

*Need to identify historic places.

*Need balance between historic preservation and traffic flow that comes with
progress

*Need a County Plan for landmark properties.

*Loss of historic buildings because owners can’t maintain them.

*Owners need to step up (Lost a black female college in LaGrange)

*Old places being bulldozed.

*Need ways to protect historic places.

*Enforce laws to maintain historic places.

*Need community awareness of what exists, importance of historic preservation.

*People don’'t care and don’t know what'’s historic.

*People don’'t have time to learn about historic places.

*Historical society has limited funds for education.

*Development dollars put pressures on historic places.

Other Issues:

Need incentives for fixing up houses without taxes going up. (Note: Georgia,
through the Historic Preservation Division of Georgia DNR — has an incentive for
this: the 8-year property tax assessment freeze for approved work done to
properties on the National Register.)

Need incentives to rehab without strict guidelines.

Need zoning to stop demolition — so old places don't go.

City/County divides.

Agencies widening roads designate buildings and cemeteries as historic even if
owners would rather not have them designated that way.

Families need some say when relocating cemeteries. (Note: State and federal
law requires family notification and other precautions when relocating
cemeteries.)

Zoning that favors development.

College expansion encroaching on historic areas.

Have Troup Historic Preservation Commission, but with no legal power.




HISTORIC RESOURCES CON'T

Family cemeteries are threatened — should be identified and protected — no
protection now. (Note: The law requires family notification and other precautions
when relocating cemeteries.)

Roads are being widened near National Register properties. (The Georgia
Department of Transportation does an environmental assessment on every road
widening project and a requirement of that is to locate any historic properties and
avoid National Register properties).

County needs to protect historic resources in County.

Apathy.

Homes near KIA — 40 acres on Old Webb Road, 70-year old house — are
threatened.

Old farmland going.

Who maintains historic resources? (The Historic resources for Troup County are
maintained by the Troup County Archives)

90% of African American historic places in Troup are being destroyed.

Maintain the history (such as yearbooks) connected to historic places.

Other Issues (continued):

Who do you sell your houses to? Developers.

Mills are threatened.

How to interpret bad history such as slavery.

Historic markers are disappearing.

Enforce existing zoning to protect historic places downtown.

Consistent enforcement.

Oldest house in Mountville not being maintained.

OPPORTUNITIES:

Priority Opportunities:

*Heritage tourism dollars.

*Educate citizens about Troup Archives, microfilming, on how to hold onto
history.

*Preserve historic agricultural resources.

*Grants, such as Community Development Block Grants.

*Promote use of historic buildings, and the reuse of vacant properties such as
mills.

*Opportunity for textile museum with corporate sponsor, linked to mill towns

*Once collected, historic information may reveal new opportunities.

*Troup has a good archives (Troup County Archives) — helpful to visitors.

*Public education

*Educate public, especially people that own historic places.

*Educate newcomers, include historic preservation information in newcomers
packets.

*Conduct tours of historical sites, not just the neat places everyone always wants
to see.

*Resorts on West Point Lake — opportunities for tourism? But not destructive.

*Educate children on local history




*Educate new generations on what we have.

*Need County body dealing with historic issues (such as Troup County Historic
Preservation Commission, but with legal jurisdiction)

*Move historic resources if they are threatened with demolition.

*Compile video record of historic places, especially if they’re to be demolished.

*Troup County Archives keeps school records, etc. Make these available.

Other Opportunities:

Incentives to rehab houses.

Opportunity for preservation planning.

Opportunity to attract small conventions, small groups to tour area — people who
are visiting here anyway (R.V. groups, etc.)

Callaway Gardens — extend the concept — with bird watching, for example.

We have high number of substantial historic homes.

Travel writers visit here.

Get small groups of volunteers to survey historic places. (There is already a
survey of historic places located at Troup County Archives).

D.A.S.H. (in City) could help with historic preservation.

Need plan for preserving historic properties.

Troup has historic areas such as Mountville

Troup County historical society and West Point historical society.

Troup County Zoning Commission has a land study underway — to stop spot
zoning.

Coordinate West Point historic preservation with County

Save old trees

Public meetings such as this one help.

Current County officials are listening, so people could participate in government.

Churches.

Mills can be converted to other uses or as museum on textile history.

Troup Archives could go to schools to teach about places.

Donate historic items, local history.

Benjamin Harvey Hill Home in County, Belleview.

College has lots of history.

County could work with history department of college.

Vernon Street homes

State tours, driving tours

Fort Tyler

Any State or federal dollars out there to help Troup County Archives?( Troup
County Archives applies for and receives grants).

Focus on historic zones instead of individual places.

Mountville — highest point in County.

Troup history books

Collect oral histories from old timers — interview old timers — get them together for
this.




HOUSING

Issues:

Priority Issues:

* Homeowners’ Rights — particularly unexpected zoning changes

* Controlled taxation (property taxes were levied on required repairs to home,
should not be considered an improvement)

* Should increase minimum lot sizes to allow septic/wells in rural areas

* Require developers to survey existing landowners to understand their feelings
on the development

* Lack of affordable housing

* Lack of planning for placement of subdivisions, including the roads and
infrastructure for those subdivisions

* Need to enforce proper zoning and need more staff to enforce proper building
codes

* Slumlords / tighter controls on rental housing

Other issues:

Too many subdivisions / overdevelopment

Homeowners’ financial stability (they may be able to get a high interest loan, but
cannot maintain the mortgage or the property, damaging the neighborhood)

Stop annexation

Foreclosure rate is high

Tighter control on rental housing

Dilapidated houses

Overpriced, shoddy-built housing

Small houses not compatible with existing houses in neighborhood

Mobile homes and mobile home parks

Junky yards — code enforcement issue

Developers sometimes use inferior materials in construction

Lack of environmental / greenspace planning

Issues regarding Kia development (planning for construction)

Crime driven by growth

Junkyard Environmental issues

Lack of county-wide recycling program

OPPORTUNITIES:

Priority Opportunities:

* Plan infrastructure in consideration of housing development and future growth

* Multi-use residential development for seniors

* Comprehensive planning to consider density, transportation and infrastructure

* DASH program




HOUSING CON'T

* Self-contained sewer / water systems for subdivisions and uncovered areas

* Future maintenance of roads into subdivisions (and roads in general)

* Building “green” and education on proper methods

Other Opportunities:

Homeowner education

Impact fees

Provide a growth plan for housing for the next 25 years, meet the greenspace
issue and affordable, quality housing needs

Require developers to leave a minimum number of trees during grading

Tighter control on design regulations

Learn from mistakes other counties have made

Opportunity to develop around the lake

Greater density for affordability

Apply for grants / establish a revolving loan fund for housing needs

Planning to neighborhood identity

Convert abandoned buildings for habitation and other purposes

Homeowner association specifications to keep neighborhoods up

Workforce training for construction trade

County sewer system

Kia development leading to better educational opportunities

NATURAL RESOURCES

Issues:

Priority Issues:

*Water supply- wells going dry

*West Point Lake- Water quality and lake levels

*Retain runoff water- keep water from aquifer from leaving the county/being
wasted.

*Not preserving NR enough

*Water- Lack of supply/water quantity, quantity in wells, growth impacts.

*Water Quality

*Trees- development impacts/clear cutting, reclamation Trash pickup on roads
needs to be increased- eye sore- inmates needed more?

*Air Quality

Other Issues:

Groundwater pollution and the Lake.

Sedimentation of streams- timbering and development- not properly keeping
sediment out

Water Quality and Quantity

Trees- protection. Example Kia clear cutting

Loss of agricultural farmland

Local farmers and farmland not being utilized for food supply.




Human impacts

Clean air

Development overall

Litter

Environmental protection

Runoff- from animal park

Water supply- lack of wells

Water reuse- wasting the water

Tree cutting- canopy loss

Greenspace requirements needed for development.

Controlling growth- regulations?

The anti-growth sentiment

Wildlife protection

Air Quality- Increasing industry- not specifically Kia.

Aquifer- wells running low- increasing development

County sewer and water supply

Industrial Runoff into streams

More enforcement of watershed protection- sediment/erosion control, timber and
tree cutting

Noise pollution- Particularly late nights at Highland Marina disturbing local
neighborhoods

Sedimentation of streams- Troup County lacking in Shoal Lilies. Unlike Harris
County.

Building on West Point Lakeshore- 300 foot requirement

Power Company influence- Kia Training Center. Tree protection survey
conducted but trees were still cut.

Air Quality- Industry- Kia Suppliers

Water- supply from aquifer

Lake trash/litter increasingly worse

Sewerage from Atlanta coming down

Groundwater

Education of trash issue- gov't officials, citizens.

Loss of agriculture and greenspace

Retain water from aquifer

Redgrass- new invasive species- what does it look like?

Protection of wildlife- flora and fauna and natural habitat.

Impact from new industry and auto emissions.

Litter/trash increasingly bad.

Lack of land conservation- more residential development.

Lake levels- should be the same for all lakes in the region?

Deer population- more residents allow for more accidents. More ticks and other
pests.

Landfill on aquifer- Exit 18 landfill- problems with smell and buzzards.




OPPORTUNITIES:

Priority Opportunities

*Tree ordinance- protection of large mature trees and preventing clear cutting for
development.

*Greenspace protection- less development- use of conservation subdivisions?

*Responsible government- responsive to citizens concerns.

*Rural Development- community wells

*Growth control

*Preserving heritage

*Recycling program

*|dentification of natural resources.

*Promotion and preservation of NR’s

*Recycling of materials- building material... reuse... economic opportunity

*Government involvement- dealing with natural resources issues and involving
the public. Citizens were appreciative about this meeting.

*Plan restrictions to protect what is here- quality of life.

*Let natural resources be the underlying issue of importance and decision
making criteria- for growth and development.

Other Opportunities:

West Point Lake- promotion

Protection of Troup County’s agricultural lifestyle. Agritourism?

Education- younger generation realizing what they have- community pride.

Recycling program- curbside?

Surface water- West Point Lake- Recreation and tourism

Recycling

Protection of wildlife- land conservation

West Point Lake- more promotion and protection

Land Conservation Program/ Easements

Hunting opportunities need to be made aware

Promoting rivers and streams

Needed infrastructure- Reservoir to contain water for reuse from aquifer.

Land conservation program

Tree ordinance- tree size requirement

Building Green- LEED Certified building?

Education

Education of the LEED Certified building practices- Callaway Conference

Methane from landfill- Use for energy- more of this type.

Mobilizing citizens- to protect NR’s through communication, action, and
awareness.

Recycling- curbside service?

LEED Certified building.

Sewer system within county

Farmland preservation

Education- appreciation of county’s natural resources and community pride.




NATURAL RESOURCES CON'T

Recycling program where one is paid for items brought.

Decision making- none that will destroy the natural resources

Utilizing human resources

Promotion of West Point Lake

Land Conservation Programs/Ordinances/Plans.
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